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DRUGS, THE ARMY, WAR: A COMPLEX SET  
OF CONTRADICTIONS AND PARADOXES 
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The chronological boundaries of drug use in warfare can be divided into two 

periods. The first period, from 5000 BC to the 19th century, was dominated by plant-
based drugs: opiates, hashish, and marijuana. The second stage, in our opinion, can be 
traced back to the beginning of the 19th century and continues to this day, 
characterized by the total predominance of drugs created on the basis of chemical 
synthesis: morphine, cocaine, LSD-25, pervitin, amphetamines, and heroin. 
Avalanche-like waves of drug addiction in human history have generally been 
associated with wars, and the emergence of most narcotic drugs and psychotropic 
substances and their spread throughout the world have been directly caused or 
intensified by armed conflicts. However, the use of narcotic drugs in wartime is vital, 
as they act as analgesics to relieve pain shock during severe injuries in order to save 
the lives of military personnel. Humans are biosocial beings. The biological 
component of their essence is an objective reality, so humans will always seek means 
and drugs that allow them to artificially increase their combat and physical potential 
and maintain their moral and psychological balance in the extremely stressful 
conditions of the horrors of war. On the other hand, humans are social beings who, in 
the conditions of extreme cruelty and brutality of armed conflict, are capable of 
independently overcoming the negative consequences of drug addiction with the help 
of mechanisms of psychological and physical self-regulation, social support, and a 
targeted state program to combat drugs, in which military personnel participating in 
armed conflicts should be given special attention and care. 

 
UKRAINIANS IN THE ARMY OF W. ANDERS IN THE USSR  

AS A MOBILIZATION RESOURCE UNDER THE CONDITIONS  
OF SOVIET–POLISH MILITARY AND POLITICAL  

CONTRADICTIONS (1941–1942) 
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The Army of Władysław Anders was a Polish armed formation of the Second 

World War period, created in 1941 on the territory of the USSR and intended to 
conduct joint combat operations with the Red Army against Nazi German invaders. 
The reasons for the formation of this army in the USSR included the catastrophic 
defeats of the Red Army in the defensive battles of 1941–1942 and the loss of vast 
territories; the need to use the potential mobilization resource of professionally trained 
military personnel of Polish nationality; and the imitation of loyalty by the Soviet 
leadership toward the Polish government-in-exile as an ally in the anti-Hitler 
coalition. The reasons for the appearance of Ukrainians within Polish military 
formations were the deportations and imprisonment of Ukrainians in 1939–1941 as 
former citizens of the Polish state; the amnesty of 1941, which enabled their release 


