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Section 3. Economic and ecological aspects of urban development 
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ECOLOGICAL SITUATION IN IRAQ: THE MAIN REASONS ESTIMATING 

Mlaabdal Saady Mhmood Abaas, Phd student, Department of Economics, Entrepreneurship and 

Business Administration, Sumy State University 

 

According to experts from the Royal Academy of Sciences of Sweden, the US 

Environmental Protection Agency and the Ministry of the Environment of France, one of the main 

cause of environmental problems is a war. 

War is one of the most frequently occurring sinister phenomena in the world. Wars bode 

well for some, and the huge damage that is determined by the number of victims, the destruction of 

housing resources and the damage to the environment for others. The statistics shows that citizens of 

military zones suffer from the environmental consequences of war for many years. According to the 

UN, the environmental consequences of war have aftermaths not only on sight of military operations, 

but also far beyond its borders. 

The impact of war on the environment can be divided into the following components: 1) 

direct damage to the landscape; 2) pollution of the aquatic and air environment with released 

substances, including radioactive substances; 3) intentional destruction of the enemy's environment 

in order to create economic and other problems; 4) destruction of economically important and 

potentially dangerous objects (those of nuclear, energy, chemical, oil refining industry); 5) extinction 

of flora and fauna species. 

Iraq is one of the examples of countries, which suffered the most from military operations. 

The ecology of Iraq is on the verge of disaster, accompanied by multiple wars, occupation 

and destruction. The country is dominated by a subtropical climate in the north and tropical in the 

south. Rich in oil, but extremely fire-prone, Iraq is already in a difficult ecological situation.  


