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This article analyzes Ukraine's environmental policy in the context of implementing EU 
directives and regulations. The focus is on ecological governance, air quality, waste and 
resource management, water quality, nature protection, industrial pollution and man-made 
threats, climate change and ozone layer protection. The mechanisms for ensuring transparency 
and openness, public involvement in decision-making, and access to justice in cases related 
to environmental impact assessment are considered. It also discusses integrating ecological 
policy with other sectoral policies for the sustainable use of resources. Establishing air quality 
standards and reducing emissions of volatile organic compounds helps to improve air quality 
and protect public health. Waste management involves the creation of a common strategy for 
the entire European Union aimed at reducing waste and recycling. Establishing water quality 
standards and measures to prevent water pollution is important for preserving public health. 
Nature conservation includes the protection of biodiversity and the creation of a network of 
specially protected areas. Climate change and ozone layer protection include mechanisms to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and a ban on using substances that deplete the ozone layer.
Key words: EU, security, environmental reforms, environmental safety, implementation of 
environmental reforms.

На сьогоднішній день питання екологічної безпеки постає дуже гостро в нашій країні.  
Саме тому на наш погляд важливим чинником у даній ситуації є дослідження інтегра-
ції України до європейських стандартів та потенційна реалізація норм екологічного 
законодавства ЄС у вітчизняних законодавчих актах. Це питання набуває особливої 
ваги в умовах війни, коли такі норми можуть стати інструментом для стабільного 
розвитку та відновлення України в період конфлікту і після його завершення. Тому 
мета цього дослідження полягає у вивченні ключових аспектів впровадження екологіч-
ного законодавства ЄС в Україні, а також у визначенні тих можливостей і перешкод, 
з якими зіткнеться країна в умовах військового стану. Ця стаття аналізує екологічну 
політику України в контексті імплементації директив та регламентів Європейського 
Союзу. Основна увага приділяється управлінню довкіллям, якості атмосферного пові-
тря, управлінню відходами та ресурсами, якості води, охороні природи, промисловому 
забрудненню та техногенним загрозам, а також зміні клімату і захисту озонового 
шару. Розглядаються механізми забезпечення прозорості та відкритості, залучення 
громадськості до процесу прийняття рішень і забезпечення доступу до правосуддя у 
справах, пов'язаних з оцінкою впливу на довкілля. Також обговорюється інтеграція еко-
логічної політики з іншими галузевими політиками для сталого використання ресурсів. 
Встановлення стандартів якості атмосферного повітря і зменшення викидів летю-
чих органічних сполук сприяє покращенню якості повітря і захисту здоров'я населення. 
Управління відходами передбачає створення єдиної стратегії для всього Європейського 
Союзу, що спрямована на зменшення обсягу відходів і їх переробку. Встановлення стан-
дартів якості води та заходів для попередження забруднення водних ресурсів є важли-
вим для збереження здоров'я населення. Охорона природи охоплює захист біорізнома-
ніття та створення мережі особливо охоронних територій. Зміни клімату та захист 
озонового шару включають механізми для зменшення викидів парникових газів і забо-
рону на використання речовин, що руйнують озоновий шар.
Ключові слова: ЄС, безпека, екологічні реформи, екологічна безпека, імплементація 
екологічних реформ.

Formulation of the problem. Concepts of 
ways to ensure Ukraine's environmental security 
in the implementation of EU political reforms 
can be developed based on the materials of the 
Environmental Security Working Group of the 
draft Recovery Plan of the National Council for the 
Restoration of Ukraine from the Consequences of War 
(July 2022). The project for the restoration of Ukraine 
in terms of environmental security already contains 
a list of possible projects to fulfil tasks to achieve 
goals in climate policy, environmental safety of waste 
management, sustainable use of natural resources, 
and conservation of biological diversity. However, 
it is worth considering Ukraine's environmental 
security in the context of the implementation of EU 
environmental policy. 

Analysis of recent research and publications. 
As of today, a number of domestic scholars, among 
whom can be highlighted: Bezpartchniy M., Bry-
chenko I., Nadtochiy I., Pulyanovych O., Skakalina O. 
[1], Radovenchyk V., Ivanyenko O., Shabliy T., Kry-
senko T., Radovenchyk I. [2], Lutkovska S. [3], Holik Y. 
[4, 5], Ilyash O. [4, 6], Proskurnina O., Malovanyi M., 
Bilokon K., Rybalova O., Ivashchenko T., Tsapko N., 
Stepova O. [7], Smolyar N., Breden V., Toron-
chenko O. [8], Bielokon K., Pirogova I., Hordiienko D. 
[9] are researching the issue of environmental safety 
of the region based on separate components: water, 
atmospheric air and land pollution. However, signifi-
cantly less attention has been paid to the analysis 
of the development and current state of EU environ-
mental legislation, considering the opportunities and 
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challenges of implementing it at the level of domestic 
legislation in accordance with the European Green 
Deal. We, in turn, propose to continue this research 
and focus on the details of forming the mechanisms 
for implementing European Union reforms into the 
legislative framework of Ukraine.

The purpose of the article is to analyze the key 
aspects of the implementation of European reforms in 
the field of environmental security in accordance with 
the legislative framework of Ukraine.

Research methods. The foundations for ensu-
ring Ukraine's environmental policy through the imple-
mentation of the EU environmental policy are based 
on the analysis of the key points of the EU directives 
and regulations that correspond to the main areas of 
environmental safety of the state.

The main research material. The environmental 
reforms of the European Union necessary to support 
the principles of environmental security in Ukraine 
can be divided into sectors:

	– environmental management and integration of 
environmental policy into other sectoral policies;

	– air quality;
	– waste and resource management;
	– water quality and water resources management, 

including the marine environment;
	– nature protection;
	– industrial pollution and man-made threats;
	– climate change and ozone layer protection.

Let's take a look at the key points of EU directives 
and regulations that are part of each of the above 
areas. 

Environmental management and integration of 
environmental policy into other sectoral policies. 
Transparency and openness are ensured by public 
access to environmental information. This increases 
the transparency of governance and stimulates public 
participation in decision-making. Sustainable use of 
resources implies public awareness of the state of the 
environment, which contributes to the rational use of 
natural resources. Environmental impact assessment 
ensures the implementation of sustainable planning 
decisions. Public involvement in decision-making 
increases the openness of governance and takes into 
account different interests. Access to justice guaran-
tees the public the opportunity to go to court in cases 
related to environmental impact assessment. Regula-
tion of project impact assessment ensures sustain-
able development and environmental protection [1].

Atmospheric air quality. Setting quality standards 
for various pollutants helps to control and reduce pol-
lution levels to ensure human health and protect the 
environment. Reducing emissions of volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) by limiting the use of organic sol-
vents in paints and varnishes is aimed at improving 
air quality. Setting standards to reduce the impact 
of industry, reducing the sulfur content of liquid fuel 
products, regulating the octane and sulfur content of 

gasoline and diesel fuel, and controlling VOC emis-
sions during gasoline storage and transportation con-
tributes to environmentally friendly production [2–5].

Waste and resource management. The European 
Waste Management Strategy aims to reduce waste 
and recycle it. The principles of “circular economy” 
and “circularity of production” encourage waste col-
lection and recycling. Waste disposal is regulated to 
minimize its impact on the environment and includes 
standards and requirements for disposal. Alterna-
tive methods of waste management are encouraged. 
Waste management standards are set for extractive 
enterprises. Amendments to Directive 2004/35/EC 
provide for measures to prevent and reduce pollution 
and compensate for damages [6, p. 11–15].

Water quality and management of water 
resources, including the marine environment. The 
EU's Water Framework aims to achieve a sustainable 
state of aquatic ecosystems and ensure water quali-
ty. Flood risk assessment and management mecha-
nisms prevent damage. The Single Framework for 
the Protection of the Marine Environment ensures 
the sustainable development of marine resources. 
Urban wastewater treatment standards protect water 
resources and public health. Drinking water quality 
standards protect public health. Measures to prevent 
water pollution from agricultural sources reduce the 
impact on water resources [7, p. 12–16].

Nature protection. Protection and conservation of 
biodiversity: mechanisms and measures for the con-
servation of wild birds, contributing to the conserva-
tion and restoration of diversity in natural ecosystems. 
Establishment of a network of specially protected 
areas: creation and management of a network of 
specially protected areas for wild birds, ensuring their 
protection and conservation at the national and inter-
national levels. Control and regulation of commercial 
fishing: restrictions and regulations on commercial 
fishing for wild birds, contributing to the conserva-
tion of populations and preventing their over-exploi-
tation. Protection and conservation of species and 
habitats: measures to protect and conserve species 
and habitats that are important for the conservation 
of biodiversity and the functioning of ecosystems. 
Cooperation and coordination of national measures: 
cooperation between the Member States of the Euro-
pean Union and coordination of their measures in the 
field of nature conservation and conservation of wild 
flora and fauna to achieve common biodiversity con-
servation objectives [8–11].

Industrial pollution and man-made threats. Inte-
grated pollution prevention: mechanisms and require-
ments for preventing industrial emissions. Control 
and monitoring of industrial emissions: procedures 
for control and monitoring, including control and 
reporting programs. Setting standards: air quality 
and industrial emission standards. Risk management 
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system: mechanisms for controlling risks with hazar-
dous substances. Safety and accident prevention 
standards: requirements for risk analysis and mitiga-
tion. Public and environmental protection: measures 
to inform and prepare evacuation plans [9–11].

Climate change and ozone layer protection. 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Scheme: 
mechanisms to help achieve the goals of reducing air 
pollution and combating global warming. Regulation 
of greenhouse gas emissions trading within the EU: 
rules for greenhouse gas emissions trading, allowing 
for market-based mechanisms to reduce emissions. 
Regulating fluorinated gas emissions: restrictions to 
reduce emissions of fluorinated greenhouse gases, 
which are harmful to the ozone layer and global 
warming. Encouraging less harmful alternatives: the 
use of less harmful alternatives to fluorinated green-
house gases. Banning substances that deplete the 
ozone layer: prohibiting the production and use of 
substances that are harmful to the ozone layer, such 
as CFCs, halons, and others. Preserving the ozone 
layer and protecting human health: preserving the 
ozone layer to filter harmful ultraviolet radiation, pro-
tect human health, and reduce risks to climate and 
biodiversity [10–17]

Conclusions. Ukraine's recovery in the context 
of environmental security includes various aspects 
such as climate policy, waste management, and bio-
diversity conservation. The framework for Ukraine's 
environmental policy is based on an analysis of EU 
directives and regulations covering various areas of 
environmental security. This includes environmental 
management, air quality, waste and resource man-
agement, water quality, nature conservation, indus-
trial pollution and man-made threats, as well as cli-
mate change and ozone layer protection. Important 
aspects include ensuring transparency and open-
ness, public involvement in decision-making, and 
access to justice in cases related to environmental 
impact assessment. It is also important to integrate 
environmental policy into other sectoral policies and 
ensure sustainable use of resources. Setting air 
quality standards and reducing emissions of volatile 
organic compounds helps to improve air quality and 
protect human health. Waste management includes 
the creation of a common strategy for the entire Euro-
pean Union aimed at reducing waste and recycling. 
Establishing water quality standards and measures 
to prevent water pollution is important for preserving 
public health. Nature conservation includes the pro-
tection of biodiversity and the creation of a network of 
specially protected areas. Finally, climate change and 
ozone layer protection include mechanisms to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
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