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RISKS AND THREATS TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL
SECURITY OF SOCIETY

Environmental security is a crucial component of national security that
directly affects public health, ecosystem stability, and the economy. Global
environmental changes, technological disasters, and climate change present new
challenges to humanity.

Main risks to environmental security [1]: Technological risks: accidents at
industrial facilities, air, water, and soil pollution; Natural disasters: floods,
droughts, earthquakes, wildfires; Biological threats: the spread of dangerous
infections due to environmental contamination.

1. Climate change: global warming, shifts in climate zones, and rising sea
levels.

Anthropogenic threat factors:

— lllegal deforestation: the destruction of forests disrupts ecosystems and
increases the risk of floods and landslides.

— Greenhouse gas emissions: industry and transportation contribute to
climate change.

— Overuse of natural resources: depletion of water supplies and fertile
soils.

— Improper waste management: accumulation of toxic and hazardous
waste.

Socio-economic consequences of environmental threats [2]:

— Deterioration of public health due to environmental pollution.

— Decline in agricultural yields and food insecurity caused by climate
changes.

— Economic losses resulting from environmental disasters and resource
degradation.

— Mass migration due to environmental and climate-related issues.

Strategic directions to ensure environmental security [3]:

Environmental monitoring: continuous tracking of pollution levels and
natural resource conditions.

Environmental policy and legislation: implementation of stricter standards
for emissions and waste.
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Innovative technologies: development of “green” technologies and
alternative energy sources.

Environmental education: raising public awareness of environmental
ISsues.

International Cooperation in Environmental Security:

1. Joint projects to address climate change and environmental protection.

2. Compliance with international agreements, such as the Paris Climate
Agreement.

3. Exchange of experience and technologies with developed countries to
mitigate environmental risks.

Military and political risks [4]:
— Wars and conflicts can trigger environmental disasters (e.g., water

pollution, infrastructure destruction).
—  Environmental security can also be used as a tool for political pressure
between countries.

Environmental security requires a comprehensive approach involving the
state, civil society, and businesses. Preventing environmental threats should be a
priority to protect public health and ecosystem stability. International
cooperation and innovative solutions are essential for reducing environmental
risks and ensuring sustainable societal development.
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