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THE EU SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY:
USEFUL EXPERIENCE FOR UKRAINE

Sustainable development policy in the European Union (EU) is a key strategic objective
defined by its obligations to present and future generations. This policy aims to ensure economic
growth, social justice and environmental protection by balancing the interests of the economic,
social and environmental sectors.

To summarize, the EU's sustainable development policy is aimed at achieving a continuous
improvement in the quality of life of citizens and social welfare.

The history of sustainable development policy in the European Union (EU) has its roots in the
development of global discussions and concerted action in the field of environmental protection and
social development (Fig.1).
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Fig.1. EU's sustainable development policy and the main events of and its historical stages
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These steps and events demonstrate the increasing awareness of the necessity of sustainable
development in the context of economic growth and social progress happening at the European
Union level. However, these are just some key stages in the development of sustainable
development policy in the EU, and the process continues with the improvement and implementation
of new initiatives.

These steps and events demonstrate the increasing awareness of the necessity of sustainable
development in the context of economic growth and social progress happening at the European
Union level. However, these are just some key stages in the development of sustainable
development policy in the EU, and the process continues with the improvement and implementation
of new initiatives (Fig.2).

Among the world's regions, Europe has the most experience in developing and implementing
sustainable development strategies. While the initial sustainable development strategies of EU
countries primarily focused on environmental protection issues, now all three components of
sustainable development (economic, social, and environmental) are more or less evenly addressed

(Fig.3).
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Fig.2. Two types of sustainable development strategies
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Fig.3. General principles of sustainable development
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