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THE USE OF “FUTURELEARN” FOR MAXIMIZING THE IELTS SPEAKING
TEST SCORE

Y ecmammi okpecneno memoouuni cmpamezii po36umky KOMYHIKAMUGHUX HABUYOK
cmyoenmis nio uac niocomosku 0o icnumy IELTS, wo rpynmyomoscsa Ha 8UKOPUCMAHHI
inmepaxkmugnux web-pecypcie. Aémopamu npeocmasieno 00c8i0 8UBYEHH Mamepiaie
osomudicnesoeo ownaaun-kypcy “Improve Your IELTS Speaking Score” (University of
Macquarie) mna 6a3i  Hasuanvnoi  naam¢popmu  “FutureLearn”.  Inmeepayis
IHMEePaAKMUBHUX HABYAILHUX Pecypcie y cucmemy anenomosnoi niocomosxku y 3BO — ye
NPOOYKMUBHUL MemOoO pPO36UMKY KOMYHIKAMUBHUX HABUYUOK CMYOeHmis, ujo Habysac
0COOIUBOI  AKMYANbHOCMI 8 YMOBAX MUMYACOB020 NPUSYNUHEHHS MINCHAPOOHUX
cnonyyens y 38 ’a3ky 3 nanoemicto COVID-19. Crknaoanns icnumy IELTS 3anuwaemscs
BANCIUBOIO YMOB0IO 8CMYNY 00 THO3eMHO20 6uwly i ‘“‘nepenycmkoin” 00 YCRIUHO20
npayesraumy8ants UNYCKHUKIG, W0 3YMOBIIOE HeOOXIOHICMb pemenbHOT Ni020mo8KU 00
mecmy i3 3QNYYEHHAM CYYACHUX [HMEPAKMUBHUX OHIAUH-Pecypcié ma HABYANbHUX
naamegopm.

Kniwowuoei cnosa: IELTS, komyHikamueni Hasuuku, ¢axieyi  Opyeoeo
(mazicmepcbko2o) pieHs UWOI 0c8imuL.

The article outlines the methodological strategies for the development of students’
communication skills in preparation for the IELTS exam, involving the use of interactive
web resources. The authors present their experience of undertaking and completing a
two-week online course “Improve Your IELTS Speaking Score” (University of
Macquarie) based on the “FutureLearn” educational platform. The integration of
interactive teaching materials into the English-language training system at universities is
a productive method of developing students’ communication skills, which is especially
relevant in the context of temporary suspension of international communications due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. Passing the IELTS exam remains an important step for
admission to a foreign university and a “permit” to the successful employment of
graduates, which necessitates careful preparation for this test using modern online
interactive resources and e-learning platforms.
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B cmamwe npoananuzuposamvi  memoouueckue — cmpamezuu  pazeUmMus
KOMMYHUKAMUBHBIX HABLIKOG CMYOeHmo8 npu noozomoske k oksameny IELTS,
npedycmampugaowue UCHONb3068AHUE UHMEPAKMUsHvlX web-pecypcos. Aemopamu
npeocmaenen Onvim U3y4eHus Mamepuano 08YXHeoerbho2o oHaauH-Kypca ‘‘Improve
Your IELTS Speaking Score” (University of Macquarie) na 6aze yueOHou 31eKmMpOHHOU
niamgpopmur  “FutureLearn”. Hnmeepayus unmepaxmusHvlx y4eOHbIX Mamepuanos 6
cucmemy QaHNOA3LIYHOU NOO20MOBKU 6 BY3aX ABNAeMC NPOOYKMUBHBIM MemoOOM
Paseumus.  KOMMYHUKAMUBHBIX HABLIKOE CMYOEHmOos, uYmo npuobpemaem 0co0Oyio
AKMYAIbHOCMb 8 YCI0BUAX BPEMEHHO20 NPUOCTNAHOBLEHUS MEHCOYHAPOOHBIX COOOWEeHUT
6 cesa3u ¢ nandemuett COVID-19. Coaua sx3amena IELTS ocmaemcs 8asxchvim ycioguem
NOCMYNJIeHUs 6 UHOCMPAHHBIL 8Y3 U ABIAemcsa  ‘Nponyckom’” K  YCneuHomy
mpyooycmpotucmsy 8blnyCKHUKO8, YmMo Npedonpeoeisiem HeoOX00UMocnms mujameibHol
NnO020MOBKU K MeCmy ¢ NpugiedeHuem CO8PEeMeHHbIX UHMEPAKMUBHBIX OHAAUH-PeCYPCOos
U yuebHbLX nIamegopm.

Knroueswvie cnoea: IELTS, komMmynuxamuenvlie HAGbIKU, CHEYUATUCHIbL 8MOPO2O
(Mazucmepcro2o) ypoeHsL 8vicuieco 00pa3068aHuUsl.

The rapidly increasing use of English as a lingua franca prompts to draw special
attention to the English language training at universities, integrating multiple educational
sources to achieve the maximum result [4]. The IELTS exam (International English
Language Testing System) is recognized by most universities of English-speaking
countries in the world and, therefore, is a priority for students in the deepening of
integration processes. IELTS is developed by the world's leading experts in language
skills assessment and consists of four modules: Reading, Writing, Listening, and
Speaking. Indeed, passing the IELTS exam remains an important step for admission to a
foreign university and a “permit” to the successful employment of future doctors and
dentists, which necessitates careful preparation for this test, involving modern interactive
online resources and e-learning platforms.

The Speaking module is a key component of IELTS, which takes the form of an
individual interview with the examiner. Methodical strategies for the development of
communication skills in preparation for the IELTS exam include active involvement of
interactive online resources and e-learning platforms. For instance, the “FutureLearn”
online platform (https://www.futurelearn.com) offers a diverse selection of courses from
the leading universities around the world [2]. The “FutureLearn” methodology is based
upon the principles of storytelling and discussion, which significantly facilitate the
training progress. The principle of storytelling is implemented through the introduction of
ideas via high-quality videos and articles. The discussion approach involves the idea that
a person learns best when sharing and debating ideas with peers [2]. In such a way,
learning becomes an exciting social experience. All courses are self-paced, which means
that participants can establish the intensity and duration of their learning on their own [2].

In particular, students can benefit from a 2-week course “Improve Your IELTS
Speaking Score” by the University of Macquarie in Australia to enhance speaking skills
for successful passing IELTS. The course material is divided into 2 weeks, covering 23
and 18 sections, respectively [3]. Each section focuses on a specific type of errors related
to speaking skills. The integrative approach to presenting the material renders the course
highly effective indeed [3]. After mastering the material, the course participants take
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different tests: one needs to record 3-7 audio files with answers to the proposed oral
topics and discuss the presented recommendations with other course participants online.
Topics range from phrasal verbs and idiomatic expressions to complex sentences (using
signposts; using complex structures; creating collocations); the most common
grammatical errors (“Choosing the correct word forms™; “Choosing accurate
vocabulary”) and correct intonation in English sentences. At the end of the course,
students are asked to listen to samples of other candidates' answers during the exam and
provide a critical assessment based on the studied material (Quizzes: “Is this response
coherent?”; “Identifying common grammatical mistakes”) [3].

Apart from the abovementioned online course, the platform offers many other
programs, focused on preparation for IELTS. Teachers, students, and applicants to
international mobility projects can find a substantial amount of useful resources in such
courses as:

- “Inside IELTS: Preparing for the Test with the Experts” (Cambridge Assessment
English), providing a chance to interact with experts and learners around the world,
trying authentic IELTS practice tasks and learning what skills they are testing and how
they are marked;

- “Understanding IELTS: Techniques for English Language Tests” (British
Council), explaining each section of the test, what is being tested, and what an applicant
has to do to demonstrate their language proficiency to the examiner;

- “Understanding IELTS: Listening” (British Council), exploring the format of the
test and developing learning strategies to help students tackle the different types of tasks;

- “Understanding [ELTS: Writing” (British Council), discussing the test format
and developing strategies for each type of task, including how to plan, write and check
academic essays;

- “Understanding IELTS: Reading” (British Council), exploring the format of the
test and the kinds of text an applicant needs to read, as well as general reading strategies
to tackle complex texts on unfamiliar topics and different task types, from multiple
choice to true, false, and not given;

- “Understanding IELTS: Speaking” (British Council), which looks in detail at the
three parts of the test, provides tips and techniques and reveals the four criteria that are
used to assess an applicant’s spoken English [1].

Thus, the “FutureLearn” platform is an effective form of blended learning, which
renders a feasible basis for teaching English at universities. It is a productive tool for
diversification of training, and it should be incorporated into the curricular and extra-
curricular activities. The integration of teaching materials of the online course “Improve
Your IELTS Speaking Score” in the training system of universities is a productive
method for developing students’ communication skills, which becomes especially
relevant in the context of the temporary suspension of international communication due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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YIAK 811.161.2°367
Ilagnwxk H.II.
PiBHeHCHKUI AepKaBHUM T'YMAHITAPDHUH YHIBepCUTET
®OPMYBAHHS NPO®ECIHHOI KOMOETEHTHOCTI MAUBYTHIX
YUUTEJIIB

Y cmammi posenanymo npoyec ¢hopmyeanns npoghecitinoi KoOMnemeHmHocmi
neoazocie, GU3HAYEHO pIBHI HABUANLHOI OisIbHOCMI Yy GIONOGIOHOCMI 3 MeopIE
KOMNemeHmMHICHO20 Nni0X00y, 0Xapakmepu3osaui Kiacu@ikayii KomnemeHmHocmel,
BUOKpEeMIIeHa CMYNiHb  Neda2o2iuHoi KOMNeMeHMHOCMI ma 0cooucmi  aKocmi
MaibymHb020 8uumens; 3a2aibHi KOCHIMUBHI 6MIHHA, 8USHAYEHO NPOOIeMU POPMYBAHHS
npoghecitinoi komnemeHmHoCmi ma ii KOMRHOHEHMIB.

Knwuosi cnoea: ninceéicm-maticmep, KOMHOHEHMU CMPYKMYypu npogeciiino-
neoazoziyHol KOMNnemerHmuocmi, ocobnugocmi CMpYKmypu MemoOUuyHoOi
KOMNemeHmuocmi.

The article considers the process of formation of professional competence of
teachers, determines the levels of educational activity in accordance with the theory of
competence approach (academic type, quasi-professional activity, educational-
professional  activity); characterized  classifications of competencies  (socio-
communicative, informational, self-educational, value-semantic and socio-cultural
competencies) (they are key and part of professional competencies), pedagogical,
psychological, managerial, research competencies (they are defined as basic
competencies of teachers); professional-communicative and linguodidactic competence);
the degree of pedagogical competence and personal qualities of the future teacher
(purposefulness, creativity, independence, desire for development and improvement,
initiative, citizenship, social responsibility, harmony of socialization, basic cognitive
skills (ability to observe, establish analogies, compare and contrast, structure) specify,
analyze facts and phemomena), methodological cognitive skills (ability to form the
purpose of the activity, choose appropriate methods, means and methods of achieving
goals, separate the object of study, process and regroup educational material, etc.),
general cognitive skills ( ability to plan and organize their educational activities in
general, to exercise self-control and self-assessment)); problems of formation of
professional competence and its components are defined.

Key words: master linguist, components of the structure of professional and
pedagogical competence, features of the structure of methodical competence.

B cmamwve paccmompen  mpoyecc  ¢opmupoeanus  npogheccuonanrvhol
KOMNEMeHMHOCU — Neddazo208, OnpeoeieHvbl YPOBHU YUeOHOU OesmenbHOCmU 8
coomeemcmeuu ¢ meopueti KOMNEMEeHMHOCMHO20 N00X00d, 0XAPaKmepu3o8aHul
Kaaccugurayuu Komnemenyuil, bloesena cmenensb nedazo2uieckol KomnemenmHoCcmu
u auyHvle Kavecmea 0OyOywjeco yuumens;, obujue KOSHUMUBHblE YMeHUs, OnpeoeieHbl
npob.emvl hopmuposanusi NPohecCcuoHaIbHOU KOMNEMEHMHOCIU U ee KOMHNOHEHMOS.

Knroueswie cnoea: JIUH2BUCT-Macmep, KOMHNOHEHMbL CmMpyKmypul
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