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O4iTbHUKK OOMIBOX TOBApUCTB TMPArHyJIM JI0 OO0 €HAHHS IHCTHTYIlHA, MpPOTe TakK 1 He
BHIIPAIIOBAIIN «00’€/THABUY» KOHLIETILIIIO.

TakiM uMHOM, YKpaiHChKI OCBITHI TOBapucTBa «B3aiMHa TOMIY TaIMIBKUX 1
OyKOBMHCBHKUX YYHTENIB 1 YUMTEIBOK» Ta «YUUTEIbChKa IPOMaZIa» BArOMO CHPHUYMHIIIACS JO
KOHCOJIi/TaITii BUMTENiB. X BUMYyIIIEHE TIepeTBOPEHHS Ha CYTO «CTAaHOBO-TIPOdeciitHi» 00’ EKTUBHO
O0OMEXYBAJIO BIUIMBU 1 Bary TOBApHCTB Y CYCIUTGHOMY JKUTTI YKpAiHCTBA, MPOTE JIO3BOJILIO
30CEPEIUTH 3YCHIUIS HA COLIATHHO-TIPABOBOMY 3aXHMCTI OCBITSIH.
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MATERIAL EVERYDAY CULTURE OF THE SOVIET UKRAINIANS DURING
KHRUSHCHEV’S THAW (1953 - 1964)

Annotation. The article studied material aspect everyday life of the soviet Ukrainians
during the period of liberalization (1953-1964). Ukrainian everyday life of that period should be
studied through the analysis of the material conditions of existence, everyday way of life and
welfare of citizens.. This topic is in the socio-anthropological conception of historical studies that is
actual.

Key words: everyday, liberalization, everyday life, material culture, municipal housing,
welfare, incomes.

One of the important for the transformation of everyday life of the Ukrainian was period of
Khrushchev's «Thawy» (1953-1964). This liberalization period characterized by partial
democratization of Stalin's totalitarian regime and implementation of liberal reforms in all spheres of
life. This is about easing autocratic regime, stopping of mass terror and repression, decreasing of
ideological control over the population and expansion freedoms and opportunities for citizens.

Material living standards of citizens of that time has gone through significant transformation
as a result of social and economic reforms of government. New government reoriented the Soviet
economy for the needs of people . Focusing on the development of consumer goods manufacturing,
food industry agriculture makes possible to satisfy many basic problems of the people. This means
resolving of the housing problem, development of electrification, gasification, heating, water supply
and sanitation of buildings, widening of services sector, growth range of social welfare facilities,
expansion of production and the range of items of goods, improvement of material welfare, human
service and social protection of citizens and putting scientific and technological advancements into
everyday life and production (radios, TVs, refrigerators, washing machines, etc.).
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Was solved major problem - lack of housing (if the 1955 there was only 6 m2 of housing
per capita at an average, so, in 1965 — there was 10.9 m2). [1, p. 21] Through acceleration of
housebuilding thousands families got a new family type houses. The appearance of many
thousands aesthetically poor living blocks with compact little flats, which where far from perfect,
dubbed «Khrushchevkix was seen as a great blessing, and this massive housebuilding - as one of the
most important events Khrushchev that was aimed at improving the welfare of citizens.
Resettlement of families in separate flats not only resolve the housing problem, says Russian
researcher of Soviet everyday life Elena Zubkova, as well as making private life of the Soviet
people really private [2, pp. 130-136]. Personalization of everyday life facilitated individualization
of the way of thinking.

Soviet everyday life improved gradually, but the living standards were still obviously
insufficient, especially comparing with Western capitalist countries, economical rivals of Soviet
Union. On the ranks first for the Soviet government were heavy and war industries, because
management negligent refer to the people needs and comfort requirements for their lives. In
particular, despite the era of mechanical engineering and glut of auto in the world, for the average
Ukrainian car has remained a dream. Therefore, widely used in a horse- drawn carting (chariots,
road carts), which together with the low quality of the pavement (90 % were still soil) made
transport connection between settlements more complicate.

Among the various problems we should point also a low level of health services. Lack of
qualified personnel and undeveloped network of medical centers forced most people omit without
medical care. In particular, during 1953 in several Western regions (Rivne, VVolyn, Drogobic region)
institutional obstetric care in countryside reached an average of 50% of mothers due to lack of
stationary maternity [3, p.58-59]. And this was a time when the negative influence of passed war,
excessive physical load in the post-war period, a low living standards, poor sanitary culture causing
spread of a large number of various diseases, especially infectious diseases, tuberculosis,
pneumonia, which in most cases resulted in death.

Introducing into practice new material and technical means, electrification and
mechanization of work and life was slow. Still in that time in the collective farms men continued to
make the bricks by hand and temper clay using horses, women - carry heavy cans of milk, they used
the grids were transferred straw and hay, and buckets to carry water.

It should pay special attention to the significant retardation of socio-cultural infrastructure in
countryside compared with urban. Collective farmers were practically excluded from scientific.
They have not gas, central heating, canalization, labor-saving devices, consumer services
(restaurants, laundries, hairdressers, tailors ) etc. Important features of rural homestead were petrol-
lamps, skips, ovens, wells and own boreholes.

Significant deformation in the development of agriculture, arduous working conditions of
peasants and low salary level predetermined a much more modest compared to urban external view
and simple construction of homes, as well as a low level of needs of this people. Noteworthy is the
fact that alcoholism was widespread in the countryside, probably because of spiritual degradation of
village and poor living and working conditions of collective farmers.

Advantages of Cities in the material, cultural and infrastructural provision determined to a
stable migration of the countryside population, especially among young and working age. As a
result of urbanization processes thwart progress of the village and continue destroying tradition for
Ukraine agrarian structure of the population, vanished traditions and elements of popular culture,
Ukrainian language, kept by the peasants. Taken as a whole, these processes went against the
traditional basis of the nation and discourage the preservation of the original Ukrainian flavour.
However, on the other hand, they formed advanced industrial type society. In addition, collective
farmers as the main carriers of national identity, traditions and mentality helped to spread the
Ukrainian culture in cities that softening process of Russification.
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Eventually people get used to existing realities: apartments with a minimal amenities,
unsatisfied utility provision of houses, improper shopping, public, medical and transportation
services of people, permanent deficits of essential goods for daily use, that, in particular, determinate
antagonize in form of theft, speculation and bribery. In the end it brought up simplicity, modesty and
caused drabness in lifestyle and behaviour. Evidence of this is the interior of apartments, food ration,
and rig of Ukrainian.

Welfare of people during de-Stalinization period also depended on the working conditions,
salary level and social security. The specificity of the Soviet communist system was planned
distribution of specialists in the specialty within the Soviet Union and their job security. Ambitious
projects of building nuclear power plants, network of hydroelectric power station on the Dnieper,
spaceports, breaking of virgin soil, water impounding of steppe regions of the republic, extension of
house building, transport, construction and other industries requiring large numbers of workers and
caused demand for specialists in the relevant areas. Most part of people in working age was
included in the industrial relations. The nature of work of the most part of people (83.3 %) was
manual, far less - intellectual.

During the period under review, working conditions show a great improvement: working
week and day reduced, duration of vacation expand, continue mechanization and electrification of
producing operations and improving material and technical facilities, was applied social security
work. In particular, women-collective farmers have the right to maternity leave, which was denied
by Stalin. In 1960 begins passporting of collective farmers which made them full citizens of the
state. A major achievement of contemporary leadership recognized pension reform in 1956 that
touch millions of people and has made sufficient, although a modest livelihoods. Fit for citizens
were following actions: increased financial aid for single mothers; free medical services etc.

Compared to the prior period significantly improved material welfare of citizens. Average
monthly wage in the USSR in 1960 was 67.9 rubles. [4, p. 23]. This amount was enough to pay
taxes (15% of salary), rent (around 10%), buy food, pay in public transportation, and for cultural
entertainment. Difficulties arise when buying consumer goods, household devices, furniture and
cars. In general - because of deficit of such goods and their high cost.

It was a declared equality of citizens, but we observe the differentiation of society. This
certifies by the different salary level for similar work in different spheres of production. Thus, the
average monthly wage of workers and employees in the agricultural sector was only 56 % of salary
in industry [5, p. 10]. So priority position in the state was the working class that is considered as
«leading, driving force of society», and farmers was secondary. Senior officials, directors of large
industrial and defense companies, directors of research institutes, academics, scientists and famous
figures of culture and art belongs to the privileged social strata. Important role in the life of that time
played a party affiliation, which gave perspective of career development and improvement of living
conditions. However, in general social inequality was not so great. Everyome had some essential for
life.

So, everyday life of Ukrainians in period of Khrushchev's «thaw» characterized by
development of traditional trends and processes in the everyday life and the emergence of new
trendsnew rules.The partial liberalization of all spheres of society life a positive impact on people’s
everyday life.This has created a platform for change in the spiritual life. At the same time the
introduced reformation was temporary and superficial, so did not fundamentally changed the
foundations of a totalitarian system. The standarts of life and thinking patterns of the previous times
had the stable action. The inert and closed consciousness of Soviet society made fast and radical
change in the paradigm of thinking impossible.
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