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FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATIVE 
COMPETENCE OF HIGH EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 

STUDENTS 
 
Due to the expansion of intercultural professional contacts, the need of 

society for foreign language specialists of different profiles is steadily 
increasing. Today's requirements for the training of professionals require them 
to have a good level of foreign-language professional and communicative 
competence. 

The foreign-language professional-communicative competence of future 
specialists includes a set of competences: linguistic, speech, sociocultural and 
sociolinguistic, strategic and discursive. 

Professional language competence includes linguistic knowledge (lexical, 
that is, knowledge of vocabulary to the extent necessary for communication in 
the professional field, grammatical, phonetic and spelling) and relevant skills. 

Professional speech competence is based on four competences: in 
listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

One of the most significant is the discourse competence – the knowledge 
of different types of discourses and the rules of their creation, and also the 
ability to create and understand them according to the situation of 
communication. Discourse is not only a product of speech activity, but also a 
process of its creation, which is determined by the communicative context and 
conditions of communication. 

Professional strategic competence implies the ability to choose effective 
strategies for solving professional communicative tasks; development of the 
ability of future specialists to self-study and self-improvement, the desire to 
communicate in everyday and professional spheres, to listen to and understand 
others, to plan the educational and working process, the ability of adequate 
assessment and self-assessment, the development of personal communicative 
culture. 

Professional sociocultural and sociolinguistic competence is the 
knowledge and ability to use sociocultural and sociolinguistic realities in 
communication and cognition. 
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