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COLLABORATION SKILLS DEVELOPMENT WHILE TEACHING 
ENGLISH TO UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 

The purpose of the abstract is to analyze the peculiarities of collaboration 
skills development while teaching English to university students. 

Results. Collaboration skills belong to key soft skills which are in high 
demand in labor market and extremely significant for a successful career. 
Collaboration skills refer to the capacity of an individual to interact and cooperate 
with other individuals in a group in order to contribute effectively to reaching 
common goals. These skills include building shared understanding of the task 
that must be done by a group (communication, search for information, division 
of responsibilities); contributing (participation in group activities) and regulating 
(contribution evaluation, resolving differences and conflicts, adaptation of 
behavior for better cooperation).  

In order to develop collaboration skills effectively it is necessary to establish 
special conditions while teaching English. This can be achieved by means of 
integration of all communicative language activities (listening, reading, speaking 
and writing), creating English speaking environment in the classroom, use of 
interactive technologies and increasing students’ motivation to participate 
actively and practice their skills.  

The first stage deals with building students’ awareness of the term 
“collaboration skills”. It can be done not only in the form of teacher’s explanation. 
There is a number of more interesting activities, such as brainstorming, students’ 
search for information in various sources with further discussion or debates. The 
second stage is organizing activities for soft skills development mainly in peer or 
group work: 1) communicative situations; 2) role plays and business games; 3) 
active listening (groups receive different questions, after listening students 
change groups and work together representing their parts of information); 4) 
project work; 5) guided discovery (for presenting new grammar rules and 
constructions); 6) learning by teaching (a student plays a role of a teacher and 
gets a task to explain something new to his / her partner, then they change their 
roles); 7) creative tasks (write a story, a blog, make a video, an ad etc.). To make 
the process of collaboration skills development successful a teacher should 
maintain a continuous support and feedback while students work in groups. The 
third stage deals with the process of evaluation when students analyze their work 
and results focusing on their contributions. This stage can be the most difficult 
for students if they lack reflection skills. To facilitate this process it is 
recommended to a teacher to prepare a list of questions for students’ self-
evaluation, e.g. 1) Was it easy / difficult for me to work in this group? Why? 2) What 
did I do the best? 3) How can I improve my contribution next time? etc. 

Conclusions. While teaching English at university it is important to provide 
special conditions and organize activities to practice collaborations skills which 
students need for their personal and professional development. 

  

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4635-2461

